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Handout 1: Core Instructional Practices 

English Language Arts (ELA)/Literacy 

Core Instructional Practices: ELA/Literacy 

L-CIP1. Identify the learning goals for each lesson, align these goals to the Common Core 

ELA/literacy anchor standards for the grade and content areas, and identify the preceding and 

succeeding skills and concepts within the appropriate learning progression. 

L-CIP2. Create literacy-rich classroom environments to support language and literacy learning for 

diverse student populations, including English language learners, students with disabilities, gifted 

students, and others—as identified by teachers or schools—who need additional scaffolding, 

monitoring, or support, including access for all students to grade-appropriate texts and tasks. This 

practice includes regularly leading whole-class and small-group discussions in which students practice 

speaking, listening, and building on one another’s thinking.  

L-CIP3. Implement integrated, text-based instruction by doing all of the following: 

 Assigning increasingly complex reading, listening, speaking, language, and writing tasks that 

engage students with increasingly complex literary and informational texts. 

 Demonstrating close and critical reading strategies. 

 Providing opportunities for scaffolded practice in analyses of text content, craft, and structure. 

 Asking higher-order, text-dependent questions that require students to respond with precision and by 

using evidence from the text for increasingly complex text and cross-text analyses.  

L-CIP4. Implement explicit writing instruction, focusing on writing to and from sources, by doing all 

of the following: 

 Assigning grade-appropriate writing tasks (including opinion, narrative, argument, and research).  

 Demonstrating writing processes such as prewriting, drafting, and revising, including elaborated 

examples of these processes by type, audience, and purpose. 

 Facilitating student discussion and peer review. 

 Providing continuous, specific feedback on individual student writing projects. 

L-CIP5 (Grades K–5 Teachers Only). Within reading lessons, provide explicit, integrated, systematic 

instruction in Common Core State Standards grade-level print concepts, phonological awareness, 

phonics, and fluency. 
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Core Instructional Practices: ELA/Literacy 

L-CIP6. Implement integrated, explicit language instruction by doing all of the following: 

 Emphasizing conventions of standard English grammar and usage for the purpose of meaningful 

communication. 

 Demonstrating and explicitly explaining examples of standard English grammar and usage, 

explaining and giving examples of figurative language, and describing word patterns and 

relationships. 

 Providing multiple opportunities for language practice in small- and large-group discussions. 

 Making connections between students’ informal and home language usage and standard English. 

L-CIP7. Teach vocabulary by doing all of the following:  

 Regularly embedding grade-appropriate academic vocabulary and domain-specific vocabulary in 

tasks and assignments. 

 Questioning and leading discussions with individuals and groups of students. 

 Encouraging the accurate use of terminology through guidance and feedback. 

 Demonstrating how to acquire new vocabulary through reading. 

 Providing definitions and examples of academic and domain-specific vocabulary as well as 

providing access to multiple print and digital sources of definitions. 

L-CIP8. Demonstrate and guide students in the appropriate and strategic use of technology (e.g., 

computer software and hardware, the Internet, social media networks) as a set of tools for research, 

learning, and communication. 

L-CIP9 (Teachers of Grades 6–12 History, Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects). 

Implement text-based instruction specific to their subject areas by doing all of the following:  

 Assigning tasks that require and guide students to identify, use, and analyze discipline-specific 

resources and texts, such as elaborate diagrams and data sets in complex informational texts that 

illustrate scientific or technical concepts and primary and secondary sources in history. 

 Providing multiple examples of and scaffolded practice for citing specific textual evidence to 

support analyses of historical, scientific, and technical texts. 

 Explicitly explaining and modeling discipline-specific argument writing by providing scaffolded 

practice in using precise and knowledgeable claims as well as logically sequenced supporting 

reasons and evidence. 

 Integrating a variety of media resources as well as providing opportunities for students to analyze 

and compare a variety of information sources, including data, multimedia, texts, and experiments. 

L-CIP10. Use questioning and formative assessments to gather evidence of learning throughout every 

lesson to monitor student learning and assess the degree to which each student has met the learning 

goals.  
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Handout 2: Alignment Between Instructional 
Shifts and Core Instructional Practices 

English Language Arts 

Instructional Shift Core Instructional Practice 

1. Building knowledge through content-rich 

nonfiction 

 

 

 

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in 

evidence from text 

 

 

 

3. Regular practice with complex text and its 

academic language 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

Instructional Shift Core Instructional Practice 

1. Focus: Focus strongly where the standards 

focus 

 

 

 

2. Coherence: Think across grades and link to 

major topics within grades 

 

 

 

3. Rigor: Require fluency, application, and deep 

understanding 

 

 

 

 


